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nephew for a considerable time. But so great an adept
in exasperation as the Emperor could never be at a loss
for long, and he soon found an opportunity. Lord Esher,
Governor of Windsor Castle, refused to join the Imperial
Maritime League, which, in view of the German naval
programme, wanted to make inquiries into the measures
taken by the Admiralty to meet it. His grounds were
that Sir John Fisher and the Sea Lords could not have
accepted a reduction in Naval Estimates which they
considered dangerous, and that the proposed inquiry was
directed against them. His letter, which was published
in The Times > contained this sentence: * There is not a
man in Germany from the Emperor downwards who
would not welcome the fall of Sir John Fisher.' That
was enough, and the Emperor instantly wrote an autograph
letter of nine pages to Lord Tweedmouth who, as First
Lord of the Admiralty, was in the Cabinet, saying that
Lord Esher had better confine his energies to looking
after the drains of the royal palaces, and that the idea
that any German desired the fall of Sir John Fisher was un-
mitigated balderdash, and had created vast merriment in
German naval circles. The increase in the German fleet,
he must repeat once more, was in no way a challenge to
British supremacy. The notion was ludicrous, etc. etc.
That a foreign Sovereign should personally write on
such a topic to the First Lord of the Admiralty was
unheard of. The Emperor had once before written to
his grandmother abusing Lord Salisbury and had got one
of her firm replies, but this was going a step further.
' What would he say/ asked the Prince of Wales, e if the
King wrote to von Tirpitz a letter of this kind ? ' A per-
tinent question, for the clear purpose of the Emperor's
letter was to impress on the First Lord that England need